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Objective: What do we want
out of Musical Expression?

Convey emotions, tell stories,
connect with listeners

eSharing a piece of your soul

*Create resonance beyond words Speak with your
Heart



Basics of Musical Expression

Dynamics: VVolume variations in music

Articulation: How individual notes are played and
connected.

e Stacato, Ligato, Tenuto, Appoggiatura

Phrasing: Grouping notes together to form
musical sentences or ideas, giving shape and flow
to the melody

Rubato: Technique varying the tempo within a
musical phrase, stretching or compressing the
timing for expressive effect.

Timbre: Unique quality of the sound




Accordion Expression-Bellows

* Crescendo (<) and Decrescendo (>)

* We often use crescendo as the melody
ascends, and decrescendo as the melody
descends, creating a sense of resolution. This
dynamic contour enhances the expressiveness
of the music.

* Example: Czardas (also example of
Timbre/Registers), Oblivion

* Vibrato: Enhances expressiveness, gentle
undulation in sound.

**+*** Pressing the keyboard or undulating the left
J. hand/bellows (NOT a bellows shake)
f' Example: Oblivion

* Adjusting volume to mimic an eco adds depth
and dimension.

 Examples: Barber of Seville Overture,
Washington Post

* Bellows Management may be needed
 Example: Barber of Seville Overture
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Bellows: Crescendo, Decrescendo, Vibrato

Oblivion

by Astor Piazzolla
arr. by Frank Marocco
Engraving by R. R. Ostromecki
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Bellows: Repeated Notes & Strategy,

Crescendo & Decrescendo, Tremolo

IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA
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* Adjust Timing to add Rythmic Tension and
Drive:

* Ritardando: Adjusting the rhythm

* Different adjustments for different

Other music:
2 * Tango: Slightly ahead.
Accordion Example: La Cumparsita

Expression

* Viennese Waltz: Slightly after.
Example: The Blue Danube

Techniques

* Register selection adds variety and richness,
changing timbre to fit the music’s mood.
Example: Czardas
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The Importance of Body Language

Connecting to the Audience
@)
g D ag

Sharing your Heart

Tips: Move naturally with the

music to express emotion and
enhance connection with the

audience.

Playing by memory:

Connects best with the
audience for greater expression
and freedom.



« “Speak” with your heart as you play

* What mood does the music convey? Go to
“youtube”, listen for examples/other
performers

e Adjust your bellows movement for

* crescendo/decrescendo
* Vibrato adjustments

CO NC l_u SIO n, * creating “eco”/modifying repeated

passages

Next Steps

Don’tforget Body Language

THE CLUB CAN HELP!

Take advantage of the supportive club
atmosphere to practice playing
expressively, playing by memory during
club meetings.
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